“g am net she that list
My ancher to let fall,

Tor every fleeting mist:
My hope’s substantial.”

ANNE ASKEW, MARTYRED 1546.

—_—

« 9 may lose all my friends. Wlell, be
it so, if it is Ged’s will; but § am determined
to go to I{eaven alone, rather than walk in
fellowship with any whoe repudiate His truth,
and decline to obey Iis commandments.”

GEORGE MURRELL, sT. NEOTS.
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THE ARTICLES.

—_—

JA AVING been enabled, through Divine grace, to give

7" ourselves to the Lord, and likewise to one another,
according to the will of God (1),—we count it our duty to
make a declaration of our Faith and Practice, to the glory
of His holy name. (2)*

(1.) 2 Cor. viii. 5.

(2) Bom. x. 10; 1 Tim. vi. 12; 2 Tim. i. 13; and 1 Pet.
iii. 15,
I. The Doctrines of the Gospel.

I. Tae HoLy SCRIPTURES.

We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments are verbally inspired (1),—and our sole,
supreme, and all-sufficient guide in every matter of
Christian Faith and Practice. (2)

(1) John x. 35; 2 Tim. iii. 16 ; and 2 Pet. i. 20, 21.
(2) Psalm xix. 9—11; andexix. 128 ; Isa. viii. 20; Luke xvi.
29 —-31; Jobhn v. 39; 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16 ; and 2 Pet, 1. 20, 21.
II. TeE BressEp TrINITY IN UniTY.

We believe that there is one living and true God (1),
—the Creator and Upholder of all things (2,)—and that
there are three eternal Persons in the Godhead, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who are equal in
nature, power and glory (3),—and that the Son and the

*The longer Articles are divided into clauses, which are
separated from each other by dashes, (—). With each of
these a group of proof texts corresponds.
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Holy Ghost are a8 truly and properly God as the
Father. (4)
(1) Deut. vi. 4 and v. 26;

ii 5 -.. 19. . . . .
11.(5;5 8:(111 Jianll?s]l:llx. xx. 11; Job viL 20; John i. 3; Acts xviL
i1

John xviil. 3: 1 Thess. i, 9; 1 Tim.

24(3) Matt. iii. 16, 17, and xxvii. 19; 2 Cor. xiii. 14 ; Col. ii. 9;

Heb. i. 8; 1 John V. 7. ) ) .
”'“d4 ;ohn i 1—3 and vi. 69; 1 Cor. viL 17-an(}4xu. 11;
2 ((Jo)r obn 1t Col. i 2; Hob. ix. 14; snd 1 Pet. iv- 14

HouumaN
ERAL HEADSHIP OF ApaM, AND

IiL. e ¥E2 GuILT AND DEPRAVITY. . .
i 4 created the first man, Adam, after
_We behie;t; t;1 a:n%oin His own likeness, an 1nnqcept,
?;:i;l?ﬁn and %oly being, capable Olfl siljvmg a;;nd_ t.g)lroglifgrllgg

i Y— that he, sinning, all his pos erity sl

'H“}Im]ir(nl),a.n;o 1;:;a.ve come * short of the glory of God;” thi
ot ilt of whose sin i8 imputed to, and whose cprrul[))
gmture is derived by, all that descend froml him a,rz:,
naJdina.ry and natural geperation (2), so that al ﬁmznbirth
or der sentence of condemnation, and by their Lrs th
co erl and unclean, averse to all that is good, plzione to
c?lmtak‘mt ig evil, and incapable of plea,slng"Go , a d
. hence by nature the * children of wrath,” (3),-'—-.-:.n ]
%ﬁit t?ney a.rg consequently not onlg 1ntvolveld dl;; :}fu&;m
ot to corporeal and elerna )—
(fl::rth‘a})lutvvsklllil;]}?ctgege ispno deliverance but by Christ,
the * Last Adam.” ®)

(1) Geni. 26; Psalm viii. 5; Eo
14.2 Gen. ii. 17 and iii. 3; Rom. iii. 23, v. 12, and vill. 10;
1 ((Jo)r. xv. 22, and Job xiv. 4.

g) Psalm lviil. 3; Jobn iii. 6; Rom V.
Eph.ii. 8. . . . 15; 2 Cor. v. 14; Bph. il 1
P(‘*) Mat. viii. 22 i 1}0 ;ﬂ, 2vSa.1:3. xiv. 14 ; Heb.1x. 27 ; Matt.

: ng: vI'a\(flieF;fige;.' Xll%/om. viii. 13; Rev. il. 11, and xx. 14.
X. H »

(5) Pea xlix. 7, 85 John iil. 36, and xiv. 6; Acts 1v. 12;
9 . o 0y 3

Rom. iii. 22, 93 and 1 Cor. XV 435.

#:« Let the (spiritually) dead bury their (natural) dead.”

cles. vii. 29, and 1 Tim. ii.

18, and vi. 23 ; and
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IV. TeE COVENANT OF (GRACE.

We believe that, before the world began, a Divine and
gracious arrangement was made between the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, to determine and secure the
salvation of sinners, which is seripturally designated the
Covenant of Grace. (1)

_—~We believe that, from eternity, the Father loved a
multitude whom no man can number,—whom He chose,
—sganctified,—and predestinated to eternal salvation,—
and to “ the adoption of children " in and by the Son. (2)

—We believe that the Son, by Covenant, gave Himself
up into His Father's hands,—to be the Surety of the
people, ¢ with whom were His delights,”—and engaged
in the fulness of time, to assume their nature, to work
out an everlasting righteousness for them,—to endure
all the penal wrath and hot displeasure due to their
sin,—and to obtain eternal redemption for them, so that
they might be blessed in Him with all the blessings of
grace and glory. (3)

—We believe that these blessings are conveyed and
communicated to those who were elected by the Father
and redeemed by the Son, by the Holy Ghost, who as a
Person in the Covenant of grace, engaged before time to
quicken and regenerate them,—to invest them with
spiritual capacities and powers, and to work in them
“’those things which are well-pleasing to the Lord.” (4)

(1) 2 Sam. xxiii. 5; Zech. vi. 13; 1 Cor. xi. 25; (‘‘new

testament’’ or * covenant”) Heb. x. 16, 29, and xiii. 20,
_(2) Deut. xxxiii. 3 ; Jer. xxxi.3; John xvii. 23, 24; 2 Thess.
ii. 16—Rom. viii. 29; 1 Cor. 1. 27, 28; Eph.i. 4; 1 Thess. i.
4: 1 Pet. i. 2—Jude 1—Acts xiii. 48; 1 Cor. 1. 30; 1 Thess.
¥, 9—-Psa. Ixxxiv. 11: Eph. 1. 5; Gal. v. 6; and 1 Tim i 1.

(3) Prov. viii. 22-—Isa. xlii. 1—John xvii. 4, 6, 12; Heb. vii.
22— Prov. viii. 31; Psa. x1. 6—8 and Heb. x, 6, 7; Isa.vil. 14;
Matt. 1, 23 ; Isa. xxxii. 2 and 17, xlii. 21; xlv. 17, 24 and liv. 17 ;
Jer. xxiii. 6; Dan. ix. 24 —Isa. Liii. 4, 11; 2 Cor. v. 21; Gal,
1;1.31;23——001. ii. 14; Heb. ix. 9, 12; Gal. iii. 8—16; and Eph.

{4) Isa. xliv. 3; and Liv. 13; Jer. xxxi. 33, and xxxii. 40 ; Heb.
;‘1111) th_, t;;nd x. 16; Joel ii. 28 ; Eph. iv. 20; Heb. xiii. 21, and
otl. 1. J.
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V. Tae MEDIATION OF CHRIST.

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, (who waéoizti
up from everlasting as the Mediator of the new Tt
nant,) having engaged to be the Sureg of g;gsoguman
_did, in the fulness of time, rea ly a].} e

but free from sin,) (2)— vs_rhlch e suffer
'3?:; 151’ éheir room and stead, as their Representative and

Surety (3)—thereby rendering all the satisfaction for

. > 2. ired (4)
ir si ho law and justice of God require
el f{ix?g a‘Wa.y for] the communication of a

— 11 as ma )
th:sbfz,zsings which are needful to them, both for time

and eternity. (5)
jii, 23; iii. 7; Rev. xiii. 8.
1) Prov. viil. 23; Zech. xiil. 7; d L
22) Tsa. vii. 14 and Matt. i. 23 ; Matt. xii. 8; Gal. iv. 4; Heb.
ii. 14; and 1 John iv. 2, 3. . 5. and xi, 50}
. lii. 5, 6; Matt. xx. 28; Jo n x. 15, a . 505
R(Sz\) vIsg. 711.u1 Cor. xv. 3; 2 Cor. V. ’21. ; Gal. 1ii. 133 Egh.._iv.fe,
1 Ti!;l. i ’15,, 1 Pet. ii. 24, iii. 18, and iv. 1; and 1 John ul. 16

’ v. 10; E: XV‘] 33 Dan. ix.
4 JOb xxxiu". 24 ; Psa. Ixxxv. 0, zg]_x‘. - 6 ,‘ 1X
24(' Acts xiii. 39 3 Rom. 1ii. 24-—26, and V1L 1, 5, 33 H Gal. 1.
s

13('5) Rom. viii. 32; Gal. iil. 14, and iv. 5 ; and 2 Pet. i3

VI. PARTICULAR REDEMPTION.

i i d atoning work

hold that since the redeeming ane & .

of 2;71: L(:)rd Jesus was defined a.nfffi dgte:mm:lcllsotg ]tiﬁz
t engagements; He suttere o I .
g::se;;aisnand gxgiate the sins of the elect of God only ;

who, (and no others,) participate in the special and
peculiar blessings th

at flow from His sufferings and death.
i ; 5 96, and xvil. 6,9

i, 6 ; Matt. i 21; John x. 13, 16, 26, an 6,
AcItssa;il;l% : Rom. xi. 7; Eph. v. 25; and 1 Pet. i. 2 and 11. 24.

VII. TrE INTERCESSION oF CHRIST.

ised from the
lieve that the Lord Jesus was raise
dezge ‘Zi)lffa.nd has ascended in His whole person.tﬁ
Hem’ren (2)— where He intercedes, as our gregt thg
Priest, for those whom the Father gave Him, and whom

He redeemed with His blood, (and no others,) and that
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His pleas are perpetual and prevalent, (3)—and we hold
that the Holy Ghost works on earth in concurrence and
harmony with His advocacy in Heaven, progressively
accomplishing the salvation of those for whom He died,
to His abundant satisfaction and glory.

(1) See the accounts given by the Evangelists, 1 Cor. xv
3—1.

(2) Acts i. 9—11; 1 Pet, iii. 22.

(3) Zech. vi., 13; Rom. viil. 34; Heb. i. 3, viil, 1, x.12;
John xvii. 9; and Psalm ii. 8.

(4) Psa. ex. 3; Isa. xlix. 8, 9, liii. 10, 11; John xvi. 13, 14
1 Cor. xv. 25; Phil. ii. 9, 10, and 13; Heb. xii. 2; and Jude 24’

VIII. JustiricaTiON AND FORGIVENESS.

We believe that the Justification of God's elect is
by the righteousness of Christ imputed to them, without
the consideration of any works of righteousness done by
them (1),—and that the full and free Pardon of all their
sins and transgressions, past, present, and to come, is
only through the blood of Christ, according to the riches
of Divine grace. (2)

(1) Pea. lxxi. 16; Isa. xIv. 24; Dan. ix. 24; Rom. iii. 24—
26, v. 19, and viii. 30.

(2) 2 Cor.v. 21; Phil.iii. 8, 9; Titus iii. 5; Psa, xxxii. 1 and
Rouw. iv. 6, 7; Isa. xxxviii. 17; Hosea xiv. 4; Micah vii. 19;
Luke vii. 42; Acts xiii, 38, 39; Rom. iii. 25; 1Cor. vi. 11; Eph.
i. 7, and iv. 32; Col. ii. 13; Heb. x. 17, 18; 1 John i. 7, 9, and
ii. 12: and Rev. i. 3.

IX. DiviNe CHASTISEMENT.

We believe that, though the people of God are
cxempted from the penal consequences of all their
sins by the death of Christ, and freely forgiven all their
transgressions (1)—their voluntary sins after regenera-
tion and conversion are followed by His paternal rebukes
and chastenings (2) —for the correction of their way-
wardness (3)—thelr instruction in the truths they have
disregarded or slighted (4)—and the restoration of their
souls. (5)

(1) See Article VIIL
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(2) 2 Sam. xii. 3 ; Psas. xxxix. 11 Ixxxix. 32 and exix. 753
Proy. iii. 12; Jer. xxxi, 18—20 ; Mic. vi. 9; Mal.ii. 2; 1 Cor.
xi. 30—32; Heb. xii. 5—9; and Rev. iil. 19. .

(3) Psa. xxxix. 11 and xciv. 10; Jer. xxx. 11, and Hos. ii. 6.
(4; Psa. Ixxviil. 34, 35 and cxix. 67, 71; Hos. v. 15 and x1V.
1—4.

(5) Psa. xxiii. 3, and lxxxviii. 8; Isa. xxvii. 7—9 and 1vii.
17-—19; 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7; and 1 John i..9.

X. ErrecTUAL CALLING.

We believe that all whom the TFather chose and the
Son redeemed, (and no others,) are effectually called by
the Holy Ghost (1),—and that the work of regeneration,
faith and conversion to God is mot an act of man’s free
will and natural power, but of the almighty, efficacious
and invincible grace of God. 2)

(hl) Psa. cx. 3; Isa. xliii. 6, 13, and xlix. 9; Ezek. xvi. 6 ;
John vi. 37; Acts ii. 37—39; Rom. viii. 29, 30; Gal. i. 13, 16;
Eph.i. 11 Phil. ii. 13; 1 Thess. i. 4,5; 1 Pet.i.2, 3; 2 Pet.

i. 2, and Jude 1. . .
(2) Psa. Ixv. 4; John i. 12, 183, iii. 8, and vi. 44; Rom. ix.
15, 16, and x. 20, 21; Col. ii. 12; Jamesi. 18; and i. Pet. 1i. 9.

XI. Ter GosPEL—ITS NATURE AND INVITATIONS.

We believe that the Gospel,—or the glad tidings of the
sovereign, free, and enriching grace of God tolost sinners,
through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost—(1) is of the
nature of a declaration or procla.mation, and that to
proffer mercy, or tender salvation, or offer Christ to the
unregenerate, (as is often done, as if men had it in their
own power to accept or reject the grace of God, and
will augment their damnation if they refuse it,) is un-
scriptural, and wholly without Divine authority, (2)—
and that the invitations of the Gospel are addressed to
those who possess spiritual life, and should be presented
to those only whose character and condition, as con-
scious and contrite sinners, are 80 clearly described in
the word of God. (3)

1) Luke viii. 1; Acts xiii. 32 ; Rom. x. 15, and 1 Cor. xv. 1, 8.

52) Isa. 1xi. 1, 2 ; Luke xii, 3; Acts xvii. 23, and xx. 27;

Rom. iii. 25; Col. i. 28; 1 John i 8.
(3) Matt. xi. 28; John vii. 37; Acts ii. 37, 38, and xvi.
29-31; Rom. x. 12, 13 ; Rev. xxii. 17.
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XII. SpiriTUAL FAIrTH NOT A NATURAL AND LEaarn Dorty.

We believe that the ¢ precious faith’ of ¢ God’s elect,”
with which salvation is conjoined,(1)—is * the gift of God
« obtained ” by the elect ‘through the righteousness'
of God our Saviour,” wrought in the heart by ¢ the
operation of God,” and manifested by acts of spiritual
belief or trust which are performed through gracious
ability communicated by the Holy Ghost (2),—and that
it is not a duty incumbent on men as men, which they
can perform at their pleasure, but is obligatory only
upon chosen, blood-bought, and hea.ven-born° sinners, to
whom power has been imparted to believe in the Lord
Jesus to the saving of their souls. (3)

1) Mark xvi. 16; John vi. 40; i ;

26(3 Titus i 1; Hob. x. 39 el ’Pé}.ctf a3t Rom. k. 24—
an(dZ)C(%I?ti:i.Ll}z ,af}dpl; 1§6 fi; Phil. i. 29 and ii. 13; Acts xviil. 27;
(3) John vi. 44 ; John 1ii. 23.*

_ XIII. FINAL PERSEVERANCE.
We believe that all those who were chosen by the
Father, and redeemed by the Son, and who have been
sanctified by the Holy Ghost, shall certainly and finally

* The candid reader bj i i
proof texte. may object that these are insufficient as
sil')ligls t(l)s conceded, but it is confessedly difficult, if not impos-
, to prove a negative; nor can texts that dir
that Duty-faith is scriptural be advanced. iy deny
It should, however, be remembered that the responsibility of
gi)(;lof is always allowed to be with those who make an asser-
Our Duty-faith brethren should not, therefore, a
) ity-faith y , assume t
their position is incontrovertible because we do not urge eteI;:;
?Eam_st their view: but rather prove it themselves from
duet Bible. Let them produce texts which assert that it is the
actsy iﬂ n.ailzguail fn;en to be spiritual, and to perform spiritual
wi%be g;gef aith being one of them—and the controversy
. Young Christians should ask, concerni i
is clamfe;d to be scriptural, not so muc}lelg:‘ 2:Z i(:o?:gl g: Ei]}:f
Pr%{}ed ¥’ ag ¢ Is it proved ?’
. We are told to “prove all things” (1 Thess. v. 21)—
1Sprove every error which may be advénced. tmot o
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persevere so that not one of them shall ever perish, but
all shall attain to everlasting life hereafter.

Job xvii. 9; Psa. lxxxiv. 5, 7; Prov. iv.18; Matt. xviii. 143
John x. 28 ; Rom. viii. 30, and xi. 29; 1 Cor. xv. 58; Epb. iv.
30; Phil. i. 6; 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14; Heb. x. 38, 39 ; 1 Pet.i. 2—3;
and 1 John v. 18,

XIV. TeE INTERMEDIATE STATE OF THE Deap 1§ CHRIST.

We believe that the souls of all who die in the
Lord " are immediately ushered into His presence, an
at once enter into rest, joy, and perfect holiness, (1)—
and that their ¢ mortal bodies,” though ¢ the dust return
to the earth as it was,” will be quickened and re-united
%o their heaven-born spirits at the resurrection of the
just.” (2)

(1) Isa. lvii. 2; Tmke xxiii. 43; Phil. i, 23; 2 Cor. v. 8;

Rev. xiv. 13. B
(2) Eccles. xii. 7; Luke xiv. 14; J ohn v. 28, 29; Rom. viil.
11; 1 Cor. xv. 20, and 42—45; and Heb. xii. 23.

XV. TeHE RESURRECTION AND THE Fixnar, CONDITION
oF THE GopLY AND THE UNGODLY.

We believe that there will be a “ resurrection of the
dead,” both of the just and of the unjust (1),—and that
Christ will come a second time to judge both the quick
and the dead (2).

We believe that He will then change the vile bodies of
His saints, and fashion them like unto His own glorious
body, and usher them into His kingdom and glory, in
which they will eternally reign with Him (8);—and
consign all that know not God to the equitable and
conscious punishment of hell for ever and ever. (4)

(1) Dan. xii. 2; John v. 28, 29; Acts xvii. 18; Heb. vi. 2;
Rev. xx. 12.
2) 1 Oor. xv. 23; 2 Tim. iv. 1; Heb. ix. 28; and Rev. i. 7.
3; Job xix. 25; Psa. xvil. 15; Isa. xxvi. 19; John xi. 25, 26;
1 Cor. xv. 20, and 42—58 ; Phil, iii. 20, 21; 1Thess. iv. 16—18;
2 Thess. 1. 7; 2 Tim. ii. 12 ; Heb. ix. 28 ; 1 John iii. 2 ; and Rev.
xxil. 3.

(4) Dan, xii. 2; Matt. x. 28, xiii. 42, 50, and xxv. 41; Luke
xii. 47, 48: John v. 27, 20; Acts xvil 31; 2 Thess. 1,9; and
Rev. xx. 10, 15.
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II. The Constitution and Order of a G
Church. ospel

XVI. Tae CoNsTITUTION OF A CHURCH.

We believe that a Church is an 1

) R independent

orgamsed_body of spiritual men and women (B—who h:.lé(:
been baptised and are agreed upon the essential truths and
ordinances of the Gospel (2), —and have voluntarily given
themselves to the Lord and to each other, for their com-
mon benefit and the glory of God (3);—and that it is
subject (in all spiritual matters) to no authority save that
of the Lord as made known in His holy word. (4)*

(1) Acts xv. 41, 42, xviil. 22; i 16; i
l'.(I‘h)ess. . 14; and Rov. 1. 4. %23 Hom. xvi. 16; 1 Cor. 3. 2;
2) Acts ii. 42; 1 Cor. vil. 17, xi. 16, xiv. 40 ; Col. ii
Amos iii, 3 ; Rom. xii. 16 ; 1 Cor. £ 1052 Cor, xii o Ba’
i, -(.’7), iii. 16, iv. 2 1 Pet. iii. g?r 105 2 Cor. xifl. 11; Phil.

3) Rom. xv. 7; 1 Cor. xiv. 26 ; 2 Cor. viii. 5 ;

(4) Matt. xxii. 21 ; John xiii. 13, 14, il it 38 ote v
19; xvi. 4; 1 Cor. vii. 17; Eph. v. 23; and 1 Thess. ’iv. 1. )
XVII. PasTors AND DEACONS
We believe that the officers of Christian churches are
Pasto_rs, (or Blghops,) a,_nd Deacons, and that the right of
choosing these 1s’veshegl in each individual Church as such.
That a Pastor’s duties are spiritual,—namely, to tend
the flock of God; to administer the ordinances of His

*From the nature of the case it is not possible i i
support of church order as definite and d%cisive :so t‘l:;(t)getexlfts)blel(ll
in corroboration of doctrinal truths. The New Testamen(tlgives
gs broad, general principles, and enjoins us to ¢ do all things

ecently, (or in & manner which is becoming to and in harmof
:lnth these,) and in order.” (1 Cor. xiv. 40.) The Holy Spiri%

wolls in the churches, and leads them to apply these principles
ag circumstances arise. The ways of our predecessors wll)xen
:)n undoubted harmony with the Word of God, therefore demand
our regard and respect. Paul speaks with deference of the
thcust;om of the churches.” (1 Cor. xi. 16 ; Cant. i.8.) Hence
¥ ao? who have departed from the long-established usages of
t rticular Baptist Churches, should rather be required to jt:lstify
an?ilr conduct by the word of God than demand of us ‘“ chapter
the verse” for abiding by the well-considered precedents set by
T ewl'?ml%n;ly godly and enlightened men who went before.

B3
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house ; to expound the Word and preach the Gospel ;
instruct inquiring sinners ; visit the sick ; and generally
%o watch for the souls of those under his care as one
« that must give an account.” (1)

That Deacons are honorary servants of the Church,
who, for Christ's sake and love to His cause, attend to
all temporal matters, and_thus leave their Pastor more
free to pursue his high and holy calling. (2)

, iii. 15 ; Bzek. xxxiv. 3; Acts vi. 2 and xx. 18—21;
1 %ZnJefnm 9—7, and iv. 16, 16; 2 Tim. 1v.’2; Titus i. 6—9;
Hob. xiii. 7; 1 Pet. v. 2; and Rev. i. 20, where ‘ the angels of
the seven churches” were probably their Pastors. .
(2) Acts vi. 1—6 ; 1 Tim. iii. 8—13; James v, 14; Phil. 1. 1.
XVIII. Tee Two ORDINANCES.

We believe that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are
the only two symbolical ordinances enjoined in the
Gospel ; all other ritualistic forms and ceremonies being
disallowed and forbidden by the Word of God.

iii. 7; . v. 19, xv. 9 and xxviii. 20; Col ii. 20—23,
__g:(ll. wlrlela.rge’ %’atf.‘ :re 536 subject to (humanly devised and
unscriptural) ordinances ” ?
XIX. Baprism, rrs SUBJECTS, METHOD AND
SIGNIFICANCE. ) o

We believe that Baptism consists of the immersion in
water of the whole persons of professed believers, (1) *“in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost” (2)— and sets forth our identity with Christ Jesus
in His death and resurrection; the necessity of the
new birth ere we can be vitally associated with the true
church of the Lord Jesus; and the cleansing of sin by His

i lood. (3 .
Pr?lcgl ohlt}ittt). iii. 6.(16? : thlz i %133 . Acts viii. 36—38.
b jii. 19; Acts x. 48. .
EZS) ll?lioag.‘ :?2?41;9001. i, 12; Acts ),z’xii. 16: < Be baptised,
and (declaratively) wash away thy sins,” Express the fact by
the act.
XX. BapTIsM SHOULD BE PRECEDED BY CONFESSION.

We believe that, inasmuch as Baptism is rightly ad-
mins:ered to spiritual believers only, & Church should be
assured of the godliness of all who desire 1t, as a prelude
to membership ; and we hold that a personal confession
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of Faith should be made by all such in the presence of
the Church, before they are received in the Lord’s name.

Psa. Ixvi. 16 ; Luke viii. 47 ; Acts ii. 41, and viil. 36—38;
Rom. x. 10; 1 Tim. vi. 12; Heb. iv. 14, and x. 23; and 1 Pet.
il 21,

XXI. Ter Lorp’s SupPEr.

We believe that the Lord’s Supper is a symbolical
repast, setting forth, by the breaking, taking, and eating
of Bread, and the drinking from a Cup of the juice of the
fruit of the vine, the method of our salvation through
the death of our Lord ; the ratification of the Covenant
of Grace by the shedding of His blood; and our union
and communion, both with Him and His people; and
that it is to be observed till He comes again.

Matt. xxvi. 26—28 ; Mark xiv. 22—25; Luke xxii. 19—20;
Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. i. 10, 16, 17, and xi. 23--26.

XXII. Stricr COMMUNION.

We believe that the Lord’'s Supper is a Church ordi-
nance, and that it is scripturally administered to such
persons only as have manifested their loyalty to Christ
by being baptised, and by joining and continuing in
honourable membership with a Baptised Church of the
New Testament Faith and Order,—oue, that is to say,
that is commonly described as a Strict and Particular
Baptist Church : and who are assembled ¢ in one place”
as & Church, for the observance of this ordinance of their
Lord and Saviour.

Acts ii. 42, and xx. 7; 1 Cor. x. 17, and xi. 18--22,

XXIII. TrRaNSIENT COMMUNION TO BE EXTENDED ONLY TO
MeMBERS OF CHURCHES OF THE SAME FAITH AND QORDER.

We believe that, inasmuch as by receiving persons at
the Lord’s Table, we sanction their Christianity, their
doctrinal profession, and their walk before men (1)—
trausient, or occasional Communion at this ordinance of
our Lord's, should be extended to such persons only as
stand in creditable membership with scripturally consti-
tuted Churches of Jesus Christ. (such, that is to say, as
are known as Strict and Particular Baptist Churches,) in
which the essential truths and the ordinances of the
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Gospel are maintained and practised as in our own
midst. (2)*

(1) Rom. xvi. 17; 1 Cor. v. 11; 2 Cor. vi. 14; Phil ii. 29;
92 Thess. iii. 14; 2 John 10, 11.

(2) 1 Bam. xv. 22; Actsv. 32; 1 Cor. vii. 19; Col. ii. 5.

XXIV. RECEPTION oOF MEMBERS FRoM SisTER CHURCHES.

We believe that a member of another Church, professing
the same Faith and Order as ourselves, who is desirous
of uniting with us, should be received by an honourable
dismission from the Church to which he belongs, without
an oral and public statement of his experience and Faith.t

2 Cor. iii. 1; @Gal ii. §; Phil. ii. 22.

XXV. RecepTion OF CHRISTIANS FROM OTHER CHURCHES.

We believe that, should Christians, belonging to
Churches of another Faith and Order desire membership
with us, such should be received on a confession of their
experience and Faith ; but that their Baptism should be
accepted as valid, if they were immersed as spiritual
believers  in the name of the Father; and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.”

* The practice of some Strict Churches differs from the above.
For example :—

Some receive all baptised persons.

Others receive all baptised persons, of whom the Mindster or
the Deacons of the chapel approve.

Others, again, receive members of all Churches which consist
entirely of baptised believers.

Some, again, whose order is more rigid than the above, insist
that none shall be admitted to transient communion but mem-
bers of Strict and Particular Baptist Churches, holding with
them, certain tenets relative to the mode of the Sonship of
Christ and the relation of the Law of God to believers.

+ The Rule at Chadwell Street Chapel is that “ Members of
other churches professing the same Faith and Order may be
received by an honourable dismission, such dismission to be
regarded as a guarantee of their moral character, but all such
persons shall come before the Church and state their Iaith
and experience previous to their dismission being sent for.”

The words, ¢ such dismission to be regarded as a guarantec of
their moral character are mot in the Original Rules, and were
added in 1889 after the death of John Hazelton.
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XXVI. LapsEp MEMBRRSHIP.

We believe that Christians who have suff i
C}_mrch membership to lapse, and that such :s iI:v('ie %ﬁ;
w{thdra,wn fgom, (whether for non-attendance, immor-
ality, or holdmg unscriptural doctrines,) have no’ Church
standing ; but_, if they so desire, must be received by an
oral and public confession of faith and experience, in the
:ﬁ;ni ;gy a;} wl}en ttx}?y_ fuigt connected themselves with

8 people, —their Bapti i i
being recogniscfd as valid. prism, (as tn Article xxil)

James v. 19, 20;* 1 Cor. v., compared with 2 Cor. ii. 6—8.

XXVII. OsBLIGATIONS OF CHURCH MEMBERS,

We believe that the members of a Church are so-
lemnly bound to lead godly and consistent Iivez (l)si)—
to attend all meetings when practicable (2)—to be
courteous, conciliatory, and forgiving to all the rest (83)—
to contribute to the funds of their own church, (4)—and
to aid other churches, and the needy members of the

;)}111: Hfla,t(rg)ly of God in all places (5)—as the Lord enables

(1) Acts xix. 36; Rom. xii.1,2; 1 Th i ; i
5,85 Tit, 4. 13, it 12; and 1 Pet iy, 150 t; 1Tim.

(2) Heb. x. 25.

(3) Matt. v. 9; Gal. vi. i; iv. 2 .
and L Pet i B, vii; Eph. iv. 26 and 31, 32 ; Col. iii. 13;

(4) Acts xi, 29, and xx. 35; 1 Cor. ix. 11 1 vi. 1, 2
s § . > » . s 4, XV1. M
2 Cor, viil. 12, and ix. 7—11 3 Gal. vi. 6, and Heb. xiil. § 6’ 16’
Yy .

(5) Rom, xii. 13; 1 Cor. xvi. 1; 2 ; 1
Heb. vi, 10, and xiii. 16, Gor. vill. 24 Gal. vi. 10;

10?6) Acts ix. 20; 1 Cor. xvi. 2; 2 Cor. viii. 12; and Gal. vi.

o From this we learn that a reputed Christian

N erred from (the profession and pra(I:)tice of) the trutl‘:kom]:z::
© regarded as & ‘‘ sinner ”: and it is a sound inference 'that, if

h_e be gra}?musly restored, he should be required to ** confess

X ﬁs faults” (verse 16) and avouch his adherence to the faith of
@ gospel, before his readmission to the Church,
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XXVIII. CEURCHES SHOULD CONSERVE AND CIRCULATE

THE TRUTH.
We believe that it is incumbent

guch, and upon each of its mem
maintain. contend for. and disseminate the truth of God,

1)—both as it concerns 2!l men as sinners, (2)——&nd the
children of God as His peculiar and privileged people,
(3)—and we consider ourselves bound to promote and
engage in the circulation of the Secriptures, the
moral and religious instruction of children, and the
preaching of the Gospel to every creature,—in the
prayerful hope that all may be benefited, (4)—and God’s
elect made ¢ wise unto salvation through faith that is in
Christ Jesus.” ()

%1) Prov. xxiii. 23; Eph.iv. 15;
1 Thess. i. 8; 1 Tim. 1. 19 and iii. 15;
Jude 3.

(2) Prov. x. 11: Acts xx. 20, 31;
iv. 3; 1 Thess. v. 14,15; 2 Tim. ii. 23.

(3) Acts xviii. 26; Gal. v. 1; Phil. ii. 16; Titus i, 8.

4) Gen. xviii. 19; Ex. xii. 26, 273 Deut. vi. 73 Psa. XXXiV.
11; Prov. xxii. 6; Bee. i. 9, making no break to xii. 7; Mark
xvi. 15 ; Luke xviil. 16 ; Acts xi. 19, 20 and xx. 21} Gal. vi. 6;
Phil. 1. 15—18; Col. i. 23, 28 2 Tim. ii. 25, iii. 19 and iv. 17.

(5) Dan. xii. 3; 1 Cor. iil. 3; 9 Thess. ii. 13; 2 Tim. iii. 13.

XXIX. CoNCLUSION.

All and each of these doctrines and ordinances we
consider ourselves under the greatest obligation to
embrace, maintain, and defend ; believing it to be our
duty and privilege to * stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel.”

ble that our ‘¢ conversa-

And whereas we are Very gensl
tion,” both in the Church and in the World, ought to be
« g8 becometh the gospel of Christ,” we judge 1t our in-
cumbent duty to «Cwalk in wisdom towards them that
are without ; and to exercise & conscience void of offence
towards God and man, by living, “ soberly,
and godly in this present world.”

And as regards our conduct to eac

on every Church as
bers individually, to

Phil. i. 7, 17, 27,and ii. 16;
2 Tim. i. 13 3 John 8 ;

Phil. iii. 18, 19; Col.

righteously,

h other in our Church
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communion, we esteem it our duty an

: d ..

;‘;&u\i :;2%1 :Z(é% Othk?r in all humiliZy and gg;tﬁ?rvlﬂelge tc.>

to wwatch cach otd er’s conversation; to stir 151' e

B in of and good works; not forsakin t11)1 oy

S ety too;lvrsell\lrgs together, but as %ve ‘Iela.a's-

opportunity, to thors ip God according to His reve lvg
; e case requires, to warn, rebuke ae'\.:id

admonish oune anot :
Gospel. other, according to the rules of the

Mor i

ey e:'%\};er(,)tvge think ourselves obliged to sympathi
with each ot ef,_ in all qondltions, both inwa.r% nd
outwen d, in to‘l))v rich God, in His providence, ma b:: e
us ; ae also to .ea.r glth eaph other’s wea,kness,;es fz.il' 1:'1 5
and Infiemnitios; i?'lt?h particularly to pray for and mpt%

e ble,s o ; . e Gospe_l and the ordina.nc’es th o
may be blesse tho the edlﬁca.tion and comfort o?reOf’
God’é and for % -a,ccom.pllshment of the numb %ot
Sod's clect all which duties and privileges we de ier o
agsistance of t}fe pgc?l);m;;i?t % ;l;ltough by g:al(.:‘iaoiz

. » W 1

?glcgz dt'.’};ehgrace which has given us ¢ :tpl:.v:e Zdléme and
ouse better than that of sons and da.ﬁt’l?t;;n’l'e

g .



